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Dear Dr. Chmitelin:

The Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) has completed an on-site audit of France’s meat
and poultry inspection system. The audit was conducted from October 16 — November &, 2000.
Enclosed is a copy of the final audit report. Your comments have been included as Attachment
G in the final audit report.

As a result of comments received from the Government of France, FSIS has made the
following changes to the draft final audit report.

¢ Page 23—FSIS has added language that states that the Director of Veterinary Services in
each Departement executes instructions provided by the Ministry of Agriculture and
Fisheries which have the objective of establishing a uniform and coherent approach over
the entire country of France. However, our conclusion has not changed.

¢ Page 23—FSIS has added language that states that violations are referred to the National
Brigade and that the results are not made available. FSIS also states that there was no
evidence to indicate that the Residue Control Plan was modified to increase the level of
monitoring for compounds of concern.

¢ Page 24—FSIS has added language that states that the National Brigade is notified of
positive results for prohibited substances, but that FSIS found no evidence that any follow
up sampling or on farm investigation was initiated.

FSIS appreciates your comments on the draft final audit report. We have carefully considered
your comments and have made the above changes to the draft final report for accuracy.
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If you have questions regarding the audit or need additional information, please contact me at
202-720-3781. My fax number is 202-720-7990 and my email address is
sally.stratmoen @usda.gov. '

Sincerely,

Nancy Goodwin

Sally Stratmoen

Acting Director

International Policy Staff

Office of Policy, Program Development
and Evaluation
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